
Location: West Virginia/Mid-Atlantic Highlands 
Category: Partnerships for Conservation Action 

The Resource Challenge
Productive farmlands in West Virginia (WV) and Mid-
Atlantic Highlands are being lost to urban sprawl at 
an alarming rate. Localities in rural WV did not have 
adequate capacity to conserve these lands through county, 
state, or non-government organization (NGO) purchase 
of agricultural conservation easements.

Key Participants
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• County Commissions
• Canaan Valley Institute (CVI)
• West Virginia Department of Agriculture (WVDA)
• Conservation Districts
• West Virginia University (WVU) Extension
• Landowner Farmers

Results and Accomplishments
The Farmland Protection Assistance Program operated 
under agreement with Canaan Valley Institute set in 
motion a team of NRCS, CVI, and WVDA staff to 
provide direct educational and technical assistance to 
counties or NGOs who wanted to be able to attract 
federal Farm and Ranchland Protection Program funding 
to match local funding for easements. 

Key innovation:
Partnership agreement with Canaan Valley In-
stitute, a NGO, to provide technical services of 
a farmland protection specialist who had skills 
in federal and state tax law, non profit entity 
financial management, and organizational 

development. The specialist worked with NRCS 
and WVDA staff to educate county leaders and 

citizens about  farmland protection.

West Virginia Farmland Protection Assistance Program

COOPERATIVE CONSERVATION CASE STUDIES

Protecting Farmland in West Virginia

The Partnership doubled the counties that formed operational 
farmland protection boards and began collecting property 
transfer tax to support the local funding needed to acquire 
conservation easements.
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• Provided direct assistance and education to 
counties and rural residents on conservation 
easements, the state’s voluntary farmland 
protection act, and the federal Farm and Ranchland 
Protection Program.

• Provided direct technical assistance to the newly 
appointed state farmland protection authority.

• Presented to 28 of the state’s 55 counties and 
assisted with 14 forming non-profit boards to 
access the federal and state funds available for the 
purchase of agricultural conservation easements.

• Provided support to the state authority for farmland 
protection to help institutionalize the entities 
supporting farmland protection.

• Protected 3,044 acres of farmland in the first three 
years of the program with an anticipated additional 
2,000 acres in 2005.

• Formed a State Association of Farmland Protection 
Boards to foster communication and support of the 
program.

• Assisted with establishing the 14 county  boards as 
501C3 status non- profit entities tied to the county 
commissions.


